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Public transit has its problems
Go Metro has faced a decline in the number of riders over the last two years
BY DEVIN LUGINBILL
It is no secret that Cincin-
nati’s public transportation 
leaves much to be desired. 
For the last two years, Go 
Metro has seen a five percent 
decline in riders each year. 
Xavier students that rely on 
public transportation have 
been heavily impacted. 
While only five percent 
of  the Cincinnati population 
uses public transportation, Go 
Metro struggles to fulfill the 
needs of  the commuters who 
depend on having a public 
transportation system. 
“I had to use the Metro last 
spring semester, which wasn’t 
a fun experience,” junior Sean 
Wayne said. “The first few 
times I used the bus, I was ei-
ther late for class or was con-
fused about the routes. It did 
get easier to adjust after about 
a week or so.” 
Wayne’s confusion is well 
founded. Go Metro’s bus 
signs take minimalism to a 
dissatisfying level with only 
a route number and Go Met-
ro’s website information. The 
signs lack information on des-
tination or direction.
Go Metro does have an 
app that it claims allows for 
easy payment options and bus 
route information, but not all 
riders have access to this app. 
The recently launched “Bet-
ter Bus Map” aims to simplify 
the routes of  the bus system 
and promote more ridership, 
though results remain to be 
seen. 
Access, however, is only one 
of  the many problems that Go 
Metro continues to face. 
“The system is underfund-
ed, and the fleet is aging,” 
Xavier professor and urbanist 
historian Dr. John Fairfield 
said. 
The bus system relies heav-
ily on funding from city taxes 
despite serving the entirety 
Hamilton County and por-
tions of  Warren, Butler and 
Clermont counties.   
“There is a need for other 
jurisdictions, and perhaps lo-
cal employers, to contribute to 
the service,” Fairfield said.  
Though most Xavier stu-
dents do not rely on Go Metro, 
Fairfield explains that “Many 
city residents depend on it for 
access to employment, health 
care and the other tasks of  
daily life.” 
Most commuting Xavier 
students are reluctant to de-
pend on the Metro. 
“It’s a time and 
reliability issue. Just 
driving around the 
city, you see how 
many stops the bus-
es make. It would 
take me forever to 
get to school,” ju-
nior Zach Vanet 
said. “Plus, I have a 
car, so why would 
I take the bus? Just 
seems inconve-
nient.” 
The City of  Cin-
cinnati has made 
multiple efforts over 
the years to improve 
the city’s public 
transportation, and 
ence, the City of  Cincinnati is 
testing a pilot bus-lane initia-
tive in response to advocacy 
by the Better Bus Coalition. 
During morning and eve-
ning rush hours, the far right 
lane on Main street is intend-
ed to be used solely by Go 
Metro buses. The bus lane 
will hopefully decrease transit 
time.
Despite it’s current short-
comings, Fairfield still be-
lieves in the value of  Go Met-
ro for those who do not have 
a car and who need a depend-
able transit to get around the 
city. 
“I don’t believe Xavier stu-
dents use (Go Metro) much. I 
think that’s a shame because 
the bus provides access to the 
many cultural resources the 
city provides. Xavier needs to 
do a better job of  encourag-
ing students to make greater 
use of  the city in which we re-
side,” Fairfield said. 
Xavier alumni have been close 
to the action. 
The streetcar initiative 
— which is one of  the most 
controversial topics in city 
politics — was assisted by 
Xavier alum and professor 
Sean Comer. The streetcar 
was opened in 2016 
Recent Xavier graduate 
Giovanni Rocco helped lead 
the charge in eliminating 
parking minimums in Over-
the-Rhine this past Septem-
ber. 
Parking minimums require 
developers to provide parking 
space along with any proper-
ties that they develop. This 
model encourages private ve-
hicle ownership, thus discour-
aging use of  public transpor-
tation. By encouraging use of  
public transportation, the city 
will have more incentive to in-
vest in the public transporta-
tion system.
Outside of  Xavier influ-
Complicated routes and overly minimalistic signs have created confusion for some students who would 
otherwise be using Go Metro as a way to commute to campus. However, steps are being taken to improve.
Graphic courtesy of Flickr
Photo courtesy of GoMetro
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Toolbox improv troupe brings holiday laughs 
BY ALEX BUDZYNSKI
The improv comedy troupe 
Toolbox performed its first 
show of  the year last Satur-
day in the Arrupe Overlook. 
The troupe had some trou-
ble getting a show together 
earlier in the semester ac-
cording to co-director Ellie 
Eckerle, but was excited to 
begin their season with a hol-
iday-themed show dubbed “A 
Full-Contact Christmas.”  
To get into the spirit of  
Christmas members wore hol-
Ellie Coniff and Michael Rowlett performed long-form comedy along with 
Newswire photo by Aidan Callahan
iday sweaters. To get into the 
spirit of  “full contact,” they 
wore helmets and knee-pads. 
Improv comedy is a form 
of  performance where the 
performers don’t come with 
anything prepared. Rather, 
they rely on audience-driven 
games to guide the show.
 In the first game, “Four 
Square,” four duos created 
scenes based on simple audi-
ence suggestions, such as the 
1920s and snowballs. This is 
an example of  short-form im-
prov, where only a few mem-
bers of  the troupe work to 
create a short scene. 
According to returning 
Toolbox member Max Carl-
son, Toolbox is distinguished 
from Xavier’s improv club 
Don’t Tell Anna through 
their use of  long-form come-
dy. Long-form improv has the 
entire troupe working togeth-
er to create a much longer 
story, using interconnected 
smaller scenes. 
Audience member Peyton 
Wright also noted that Tool-
box has a larger cast with a 
wider variety of  ages amongst 
troupe members.
The majority of  the Tool-
box show was dedicated to 
a long-form game where 
each member told a person-
al Christmas story that the 
rest of  the troupe then rec-
reated. Things got ridiculous 
as members created stories 
ranging from a little kid who 
can’t stop breaking valuable 
bowls to old people stumbling 
upon a huge bag of  drugs at a 
movie theatre.
Arrupe was packed with 
students eager to see the 
group’s return.
Toolbox comes to the stage 
this year with a new energy, 
according to co-director Ellie 
Eckerle.  Alongside return-
ing members were three new 
members from the class of  
2022. 
First-year Ally Knizner 
had a blast auditioning for the 
group. 
“I’d never done improv 
before,” Knizner said. “They 
sent a message in the theatre 
group chat and me being a 
little go-getter, I gave it a try, 
and it was so much fun. I was 
so nervous though!” 
To her surprise, Knizner 
made the group and found 
herself  fitting right in with 
her fellow improvisers. 
“It’s been amazing, every-
one is so nice and welcoming. 
It’s been a really great com-
munity to be a part of,” she 
said.
Along with more first-
years, this year’s Toolbox cast 
sports more female players. 
“Me and Nora were the 
only girls in Toolbox for as 
long as I’ve been in it,” Eck-
erle said. “It was cool to have 
not only three (female) mem-
bers, but also two new girls.” 
New members have 
brought inventive ideas to the 
table, including new ways of  
advertising and some ideas 
that Carlson calls “under 
wrap” for now, so stay tuned 
for that.
The show received positive 
reviews from Xavier students, 
including Jacob Smith. 
“It was really funny,”  Smith 
said before encouraging other 
students to come out to see 
Toolbox perform. 
If  you missed the show, be 
sure to watch for a full perfor-
mance schedule of  that Tool-
box will share next semester. 
Interested students can 
look forward to auditions to 
join Toolbox next year. You 
may have never performed im-
prov in front of  an audience, 
but neither had first-year Jo 
Dearman. After the show she 
said her time with Toolbox 
has been “10/10, I’ve been 
loving it. It’s a great experi-
ence, I’d recommend it to any-
body.” 
Cherry Carson, also known as Grandma Cookie, enjoys creating a loving 
Newswire photo by Alex Budzynski






Xavier Police is in the process 
of cleaning out its lost and found 
property locker. If you would like 
to check for any lost or missing 
items, please stop by Flynn Hall 
on business days between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. by Friday, Dec. 7.
Community Member Feature: Grandma Cookie
BY AIDAN CALLAHAN
Here at Xavier, sharing 
a meal together with your 
friends at the Hoff  Dining 
Commons (the caf) can be a 
means for nourishment, re-
juvenation or escaping those 
pesky assignments you have 
to complete. 
Even in this simple act, you 
are sharing an extremely spe-
cial experience with your sec-
ond family at your home away 
from home. It is evident from 
their beaming faces that few 
understand this better than 
the caf  employees who work 
from sun up to sun down.  
One of  the gems of  this 
community is Miss Cherry 
Carson. Cherry’s unique story 
at Xavier began 25 years ago, 
when she originally spent her 
days happily working at the 
caf. However, when the dining 
services companies changed, 
she decided to leave Xavier. 
During this interim period, 
Carson worked at several oth-
er places in the food service, 
such as a children’s hospital 
and a Baldwin Piano factory. 
She found time to help at a 
local daycare, remained active 
in her long-time community 
church and even decided to 
retire for some time.  
This all changed five years 
ago when Carson received a 
call from a friend informing 
her there was an opening at 
the caf. She decided to come 
in for an interview and was of-
fered the job. Carson proceed-
ed to come out of  retirement 
for a chance to return to the 
caf  and has not looked back 
since. 
Today, she works part-time 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on week-
days and continues to love 
what she does. 
Some may know Carson 
better as Grandma Cookie, a 
name she earned during her 
previous time at Xavier work-
ing in the bakery. 
The alias is quite appro-
priate for this kind-spirited 
woman, whose only critique 
of  Xavier would be to offer 
more programs for kids who 
are lonely being so far away 
from their homes. She even 
goes on to say that she is will-
ing to have people over to her 
own home for a warm family 
meal in order to make them 
feel more welcomed to the 
Xavier community that she 
loves.
One of  the main reasons 
she decided to return to the 
campus is because she loves 
the young people with whom 
she gets to spend her day. 
Compared to working in a 
daycare, Carson jokes that the 
patrons of  the caf  “are not in 
diapers anymore, they are in 
pull-ups.” Working with old-
er students means that “I get 
to know them, and they get to 
know me,” Carson said.  
Despite surviving brain 
surgery, a heart attack, knee 
surgery and breast cancer, 
Carson continues to work 
with a smile on her face. The 
joy she gets from being around 
young people is apparent in 
the way she spreads love to 
the lives of  all students.
According to first-year Cla-
rissa Dixon, Carson reached 
out to her on her first day at 
Xavier. “She made me feel re-
ally welcomed and will always 
stop to have a long, meaning-
ful conversation with you.”  
Carson also loves the fam-
ily-like community of  Xavier, 
stating that working at the 
university provides her with 
the opportunity to help her 
neighborhood. “I get along 
with the kids, I get along with 
the other employees. We are 
like a big family,” Carson said.
 Being married for 55 years 
and having five grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren 
herself, Carson’s love for fam-
ily cannot be understated — 
both in her home and at the 
workplace. 
Carson gave a few words 
of  support for students as the 
stressful season of  finals ap-
proaches. 
“No matter what you are 
going through, whether good 
or bad, if  God takes you to it, 
he will take you through it,” 
she said. No one exemplifies 
this better than the cheery-
faced Miss Cherry.  
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Ohio abortion bill heads to Senate
House Bill 258 will ban abortions if heartbeat is detected; faces potential veto
House Bill 258, better 
known as the “Ohio Heartbeat 
Bill,” passed the Ohio House 
60-35 and now heads to the 
Ohio Senate. The bill would 
ban abortions the instant that 
a fetal heartbeat is detected 
by an ultra sound, which is 
typically around 6 weeks of  
pregnancy. This is based upon 
the conclusion that the instant 
you hear a heartbeat, a fetus is 
a person.  
Junior Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public (PPP) major 
and Vice President of  Xavier 
Democrats Trey Espinosa ex-
plained what the bill means to 
him. 
“It is so important that peo-
ple know what this ‘Heartbeat 
Bill’ does, Espinosa said. “It 
bans abortions in Ohio after 
the sixth week of  pregnancy. 
Most women don’t know they 
are pregnant by week six. 
This bill denies Ohio women 
their constitutional right, as 
decided by Roe v. Wade, to de-
cide what is best for their bod-
ies and lives.”   
This bill is considered one 
of  the more restrictive abor-
tion bills in the country and 
could potentially challenge 
Roe v. Wade. Supporters of  
the bill in Ohio hope it will 
force top courts to take an-
other look at that original 
Supreme Court decision, now 
that there is a conservative 
majority with Brett Kavana-
ugh.  
Gov. John Kasich vetoed 
a similar bill back in De-
cember of  2016, but the bill 
resurfaced this year when 
State Reps. Christina Hagan 
(R-Marlboro Township) and 
Ron Hood (R-Ashville) pro-
posed it. The Ohio House of  
Representatives passed the 
bill 60-35, Kasich is expected 
to veto the bill. GOP lawmak-
ers believe there is the poten-
tial to override the veto. Due 
to the possible expensive legal 
challenges, it could stall the 
legislation for years. 
“The Ohio Heartbeat bill 
is  not (just) any piece of  leg-
islation it has the potential 
to save lives. Life is the right 
of  all people not just the 
planned, privileged and abled 
to be treated with dignity and 
respect but most of  all, love,” 
says PPP major and Vice 
President of  Xavier Repub-
licans Lily Hutkowski. “This 
bill will protect the most vul-
nerable in our society from a 
procedure that stops one heart 
and breaks another.” 
Any doctor that performs 
an abortion after the heart-
beat is detected could face a 
fifth-degree penalty, which 
may ultimately result in up to 
a year in prison. There is no 
clause for instances that in-
clude rape or incest unless the 
pregnancy is jeopardizing the 
women’s life. 
Espinosa believes that this 
legislation “Says to women, 
‘we don’t believe you are ca-
pable of  making decisions, so 
we’ll make them for you.’”  
North Dakota passed a 
smilar Heartbeat Bill back in 
2013 but was later overturned 
by a federal judge. According 
to the Cincinnati Enquirer, 
the defense of  this law cost 
the state of  North Dakota 
$491,061 in legal fees. North 
Dakota and Ohio are two of  
nine states that have made at-
tempts to have this bill pass. 
According to the Pew Re-
search Center, 58 percent 
of  Americans say abortion 
should be legal in all or most 
cases against 37 percent say it 
should be illegal in all or most 
cases. 
Approximately 59 percent 
of  Republicans believe that 
abortion should be illegal 
whereas 76 percent of  Demo-
crats believe it should be legal. 
President of  the Ohio Sen-
ate Larry Obhof  has stated 
that the senate will have the 
required 60 votes to override 
a potential Kasich veto. How-
ever, some state senators are 
unsure if  they would be will-
ing to vote yes on overriding 
a veto. 
CPS goes toe-to-toe with FC Cincy
Confederate statues debate rages  
BY GILLEN FAENZA
Dude, where’s 
my golf cart? 
Nov. 27, 8:48 a.m. — 
An employee in the alumni 
center reported the theft of  
their Bose headphones and 
a small space heater. Xavier 
Police is investigating.
Nov. 27, 1:52 p.m. —
Xavier Police assisted Res-
idence Life with a room 
search in Buenger Hall. A 
small amount of  drug par-
aphernalia was confiscated. 
Residence Life will follow 
up.
Nov. 27, 10:54 p.m. — 
An RA in Fenwick Hall re-
ported damage to the vend-
ing machine on the second 
floor. A small number of  
candy items were possibly 
missing.
Nov. 28, 11:29 a.m.   — 
A student reported the 
theft of  their ALL card 
from the Starbucks in Uni-
versity Station. Xavier Po-
lice is investigating. 
Nov. 28, 12:06 p.m. — 
The Parish office in Bel-
larmine Chapel reported 
damage to a votive candle 
in the Chapel. Xavier Police 
is investigating.
Nov. 29, 10:05 p.m. — An 
employee reported the theft 
of  a wallet from their office 
in Schmidt Hall. The theft oc-
curred earlier in the day, and 
the employee did not realize it 
until that night. Xavier Police 
is investigating.
Nov. 30 7:19 a.m. — An 
employee reported a minor 
auto accident in the Physical 
Plant parking lot. A dump 
truck was backed into a golf  
cart.
Nov. 30, 4:20 p.m. — A 
Cintas Center employee re-
ported an auto accident that 
occurred on the loading 
dock in the rear of  the build-
ing. A delivery driver backed 
into a utility box, causing 
approximately $3000 worth 
of  damages. 
Dec. 1, 9:45 p.m. — 
Xavier Police and Norwood 
Fire and Rescue checked on 
an intoxicated student in the 
Norwood Plaza parking lot. 
The student was cited or 
disorderly conduct and was 
transported back to their 
residence on Dana Avenue.
Xavier Police 






If  you don’t feel 
safe, call the escort 
service at 513-745-
2000
Nov. 29 12:12 p.m. — 
An employee from Cintas 
Parking services report-
ed the theft of  a golf  cart 
from the back of  Cintas 
Center.
Nov. 29 8:32 p.m.— 
Norwood police recovered 
the missing golf  cart on 
the 1900 block of  Lexing-
ton Ave. 
Week in review:
Abcde, Ace, forklift and clone president
In response to Starbucks 
recently announced deci-
sion to block porn web-
sites from its free to use 
WiFi, Vice President of  
YouPorn Charlie Hughes 
sent a memo to employ-
ees that they would no 
longer be able to bring 
in Starbucks products to 
work starting January 1 
(Nov. 30). 
Southwest Airlines apol-
ogized to the mother of  
a girl named Abcde (pro-
nounced Ab-city) after an 
employee allegedly start-
ed laughing at the girl’s 
name. Southwest stated 
the employee had violat-
ed their “Golden Rule” of  
“treating every individual 
with respect” (Nov. 30) 
A Columbus man was 
arrested on Saturday for 
driving under the influ-
ence while sticking his 
head out the window. The 
man explained to officers 
that he only crashed be-
cause his windshield wip-
ers weren’t working and 
he was forced to drive 
“like Ace Ventura” (Dec. 
1). 
42-year-old Gregory Lee 
Lengang entered a plea 
deal in North Dakota af-
ter pleading guilty for 
stealing a forklift and 
planning to attempt to 
flip President Donald 
Trump’s limousine while 
he was on a visit to the 
state (Dec. 2). 
Nigerian President Mu-
hammadu Bihari denied 
rumors that he had died 
and had been replaced 
with a clone. “It is the real 
me, I assure you” he said 
while meeting the Nigeri-
an community in Poland 
(Dec. 3).
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Only eight days left this semester
Eight days. We have eight 
more days of  Fall semester, 
and for those lucky ones, even 
fewer. Finals are approaching 
— a little too quickly, I might 
add — and the only thing 
getting me through is the 
reminder that we have only 
eight days left until endless 
holiday festivities and time 
with friends and family. The 
troubling part of  having only 
On Friday, TMZ released a 
video from this last February 
of  Kansas City Chiefs run-
ning back Kareem Hunt en-
gaged in a verbal altercation 
with a women at a Cleveland 
hotel be-
fore shov-




to kick her 







gan scrambling to handle its 
latest case of  domestic vio-
lence. 
Now, this is still a develop-
ing story, and there are facts 
that I should lay out first. 
This incident was not kept 
secret and was reported by 
the local news at the time. It 
is true that no charges were 
filed at the time. But the NFL 
decided to take the Chiefs at 
their word that they were in-
Kareem Hunt case exemplies NFL negligence
vestigating the incident, will-
ingly choosing to ignore the 
Chiefs’ obvious conflict of  
interest. And when the league 
did decide to follow up on the 
incident, once they were told 
they could 
not look at 
the tape, 
they decid-




If  this 
isn’t a per-
fect exam-
ple of  how 
the NFL 
truly only 
cares about protecting the 
bottom line, particularly by 
controlling who knows what 
and when, I don’t know what 
is. 
The league would like its 
fans to think that it has come 
a long way since it botched 
the Ray Rice incident in 2014, 
where the former Baltimore 
Ravens running back knocked 
out his then fiancé in an ele-
vator. The NFL’s initial re-
sponse was a two-game sus-
pension. But then, in similar 
fashion, TMZ released a vid-
eo of  the 




C o m m i s -
sioner Rog-
er Goodell 
admi t t ed , 
after public outcry, that he had 
gotten it wrong and  the NFL 
changed their ruling.
In his final report on that 
incident, Robert Mueller (yes, 
the same one) wrote that the 
NFL failed to “ask Rice or his 
lawyer whether they would 
make the tape (of  the inci-
dent) available,” or to “follow 
up with the Ravens to deter-
mine whether they had ad-
ditional information.” In the 
end, he concluded his report 
with the determination that 
“the NFL should have done 
more with the information it 
had, and should have taken 
additional steps to obtain all 
available information about 
the February 15 incident.” 
While it was revealed that 
the NFL had not seen the 










times. And what makes this 
even worse is that the NFL 
even pledged to do more after 
Rice. And yet it was some-
how impossible for a league 
that makes $14 billion a year 
to obtain tape of  an incident 
of  one of  its up-and-coming 
stars in order to live up to its 
own obligation to make sure it 
has the most information. 
Clearly, the league is hop-
ing that the fans will react in 
the same way they have when 
these incidents happen. Brief  
public outcry, NFL team cuts 
the player, followed up by 
empty promises by both the 
team and the league to do 
more and then we can all get 
back to watching Monday 
Night Football. 
Domestic violence among 
athletes is not unique to the 
NFL. But it seems the NFL 
struggles the most with ad-
dressing this issue the right 
way. 
In order to see real change, 
the NFL needs to truly do all 
it can to get all of  the informa-
tion that is available, be more 
willing to help and cooperate 
with the victim and take more 
preventative measures to en-
sure its athletes don’t commit 
these terrible acts. 
eight days left, however, is just 
that: we only have eight days 
left of  this semester. 
I won’t be returning to 
Xavier for the Spring semester 
as I will be studying abroad in 
Cork, Ireland. As excited as I 
am to be studying abroad for 
an entire semester, I only have 
eight days left. 
I’ve lived in some part of  
Cincinnati for almost 21 years 
now. I didn’t venture to a new 
city for college. The longest I 
have ever left my family was 
for 27 consecutive days. To be 
honest and dramatic, some-
times when I actually sit down 
and think about leaving my 
dogs for so long, I reconsider 
my decision to study abroad. 
What made me so adamant 
about packing up my bags 
and going to Ireland for five 
months, you may ask? Well, 
I’ve lived in a bubble for 21 
years. Whether that bubble is 
my comfortable suburb thirty 
minutes away or the Xavier 
bubble, I’ve been stuck in a 
bubble. 
I love my bubble here, it’s 
quite comfortable after all. I 
am a fortunate woman and I 
want to make it clear that I 
am incredibly grateful for my 
upbringing and how Xavier 
has become my home. I con-
sider myself  one of  the lucki-
est people I know. The friends 
I’ve made here are undoubted-
ly for life, my family is always 
within arm’s reach and I truly 
recognize how lucky I am to 
have an experience like this. I 
am genuinely happy in Cincin-
nati and I couldn’t have imag-
ined a better group of  people 
to surround myself  with than 
I have in this community. 
That’s the thing though 
— it’s still in this community. 
This is my chance to get out 
of  my comfort zone. This is 
my chance to really be on my 
own and pop the bubble I’ve 
been living in. 
Before committing to Cork, 
I went through every sce-
nario I could possibly imag-
ine. What if  my friends and 
I grow apart? What if  I hate 
Cork once I get there? What 
if  on the off  chance that Xavi-
er basketball doesn’t choke 
in March Madness, I’m not 
there? But when I stopped 
and really asked myself  what 
was more important, I real-
ized that all I was doing was 
making excuses for myself. 
I had no reason in the world 
not to go to Cork except for 
the fact that I was scared, and 
frankly, that’s just not good 
enough.
The next five months is a 
time to leave Cincinnati and 
leave the only things I’ve ever 
really known. This is the time 
in my life where I can afford to 
take a chance. I’m 21 and I’ve 
never really been on my own 
before. I dug up the courage 
within myself  and decided to 
move across the world for a 
while. 
Now that I’ve finalized 
it, I realized that I needed it 
more than I knew I did. If  I 
didn’t choose to study abroad, 
I would be choosing comfort 
over growth. 
I think that college is the 
perfect time to challenge 
yourself, and for me, that 
challenge is studying abroad. 
Many of  you reading this may 
have taken a risk by coming to 
Xavier, even by leaving your 
hometown and moving to 
Cincinnati. 
But for the other group of  
you reading this that haven’t 
ever left your comfort zone, 
college is the perfect time to 
try. You have a sense of  free-
dom and the perfect opportu-
nity to expand your horizons. 
I know that sounds like cheesy 
advice from a parent, but it’s 
true. Now is a time for me to 
pop the bubble I’m so familiar 
with, and it might be time for 
you to do the same. 
So, I’m going to savor the 
last eight days that I have 
here for a while, but I’ll trea-
sure the next five months for 
a lifetime. 
If  this isn’t a perfect 
example of  how the 
NFL truly only cares 
about protecting 
the bottom line, 
particularly by 
controlling who knows 
what and when, I don’t 
know what is.
Sydney Sanders is a ju-
nior Philosophy, Politics 
and the Public and polit-
ical science double major. 
She is the Head Photo 
Editor for the Newswire 
from Cincinnati..
Jack Dunn is a Cam-
pus News Editor for the 
Newswire. He is a junior 
sport management major 
from Wilmette, Ill.
Clearly, the league is 
hoping that the fans 
will react in the same 
way they have when 
these incidents happen. 
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What I do and don’t know about the holidays
The holiday season means 
different things for different 
people. To some, it means a 
magical feeling in the air. To 
others, it means stress. The 
season poses Cindy Lou Whos 
against Grinches alike, forcing 
both the enthusiastic and the 
enervated to make difficult 
concessions. Whether you are 
the grumpy Ebenezer Scrooge 
before the visit of  his past, 
present and future ghosts or 
the hopeful Ebenezer Scrooge 
afterward, I promise that 
these common things about 
the holidays will get you in a 
better mood and help you to 
shake off  some of  that holiday 
anxiety. 
Something that I do know 
about the holidays: Christmas 
music before December is a sen-
sitive subject.
Something that I do not know: 
Why have people been telling me 
not to listen to Christmas music 
before December? 
Although Halloween and 
Thanksgiving are both per-
fectly valid holidays, the world 
of  department stores and en-
tertainment subconsciously 
argue that Christmas is far 
more valid. Before the leaves 
even begin to fall, popular 
stores are playing Christmas 
music and beginning to stock 
their shelves with ornaments 
and shiny lights. 
Personally, once Hallow-
een has passed, my mind has 
moved on to Christmas. The 
black spiders go into the bin 
and the stockings come out. 
I do know, however, that my 
sentiment is not accepted 
worldwide. Whether you ac-
cept my sentiment or not, it 
does not matter because it 
is finally the 12th month of  
the year. We can all shed the 
weight of  this small differ-
ence and let the uninterrupted 
Christmas music begin.
Something that I do know 
about the holidays: The food is 
one of  the best parts.
Something that I do not know: 
How to make the best fudge.
This fact is hard to dispute. 
Food during the holiday sea-
son is one thing that we can all 
look forward to. Celebrations 
on Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day call out to grandmas, 
moms, dads, aunts, distant 
cousins and anyone else that 
can cook to make sugar cook-
ies, chip dip or a great honey 
baked ham.
I have never taken part in 
the great cook-off  that only 
results in happiness and full 
stomachs. However, this year 
I vow to join it. I will try to 
turn the ‘don’t know’ into 
a ‘do know.’ Not only will I 
learn to make fudge, I want 
to learn how to make pepper-
mint sugar cookies, red velvet 
cupcakes, cake pops and more. 
Get excited and let the smell 
of  baking fill every house.
Something that I do know 
about the holidays: Whether it is 
with family or friends, it is al-
ways better to spend the holidays 
with someone you care about.
Something that I do not know: 
How to split a limited amount 
of  time amongst many different 
people.
Take a second to think of  
the holiday traditions that 
your family takes part in. For 
example, my mom and I ded-
icate every minute of  Black 
Friday to covering our house 
in Christmas decorations. 
Now take a second to think of  
the same traditions without 
the people you typically do 
them with. The picture is not 
as jolly. The people that you 
do the traditions with are the 
most important part. The fact 
that I am so loved and able to 
love so much that I have trou-
ble trying to figure out who 
to be with when is the least of  
my problems.
If  anything gets you ex-
cited for the holidays, that 
should be it. No matter if  you 
have been listening to Christ-
mas music since August or 
dreading the return of  “All I 
Want for Christmas is You,” 
prepping your favorite reci-
pes or gearing up to eat your 
grandma’s fudge, it is finally 
time. It is time to be with your 
favorite people. 
Out of  all the amazing 
things about the holidays, I 
for one, cannot wait to spend 
time with my family. Happy 
holidays, Xavier. I hope that it 
is a good one. 
We live in an age of  imper-
manence. 
There is no such thing as 
a lifetime warranty anymore. 
Our technology, our machines 
are designed to become ob-
solete twenty minutes after 
they’re barfed into creation 
by some Silicon Valley jack-
ass. Most young people are 
renting, and will probably 
wind up renting out different 
dingy apartments for close 
to their entire adult lifespan, 
owning nothing except maybe 
the clothes on their back, but 
even those clothes will go out 
Kevin Thomas: Manifesto for the Innite Now
of  style and disappear into 
Goodwill donation piles until 
20 years later, when every-
thing comes back in style. 
The material world went 
digital. We traded in kleos — 
honor and glory — for 15 
minutes of  fame, and even that 
has shrunk to fifteen seconds. 
We don’t have the chance 
to explain ourselves in long 
winded letters — somewhere 
along the line we decided it 
was easier to dilute ourselves 
to 280 characters, though 
that’s twice the amount as two 
years ago. 
The world we live in is one 
beleaguered by problems from 
the past with a future that 
seems apocalyptic. The only 
thing that we truly have, the 
only thing that we are able to 
hold onto is the Infinite Now, 
the everlasting present. 
We live in an age of  imper-
manence. 
It is of  absolute impor-
tance that our art follow into 
the ephemeral. It’s time to 
toss out the dusty tomes of  
yesterday, the ones our patri-
archal fathers pushed upon us 
at an early age, the ones we 
were told were transcendent, 
representative of  the common 
struggle of  mankind. We need 
to set fire to the Library of  
Congress, get rid of  Wuther-
ing Heights, The Iliad,The Od-






They have no 
more place 
in our day, 
the only day 
that we can 
be certain of  
because it is 
happening right before our 
eyes. 
Koons Crooks gives us all 
the Iterating Grace we might 
need. It is high-time we aban-
don the printing press for the 
copy machine to distribute our 
poetry hand-to-hand, building 
relationships and community 
with each word we speak in an 
attempt to stand against this 
inaccessible, bourgeois, isola-
tionist world that tells us we 
only need to communicate via 
Facebook Messenger so they 
can sell our information, the 
only permanent aspect about 
us, to get the greatest prof-
it. It is high-time we fill art 
galleries with bubbles and let 
them slowly pop, turning a 
full room 
into emp-
t i n e s s 
over the 
c o u r s e 







be gone over the next day. 
There needs to be no more 
novels. The fishermen’s nets 
should swell with burgeoning 
vignettes, capturing the mag-
ical now only for it to be re-
leased back into the air, ethe-
real nothingness. 
We live in an age of  imper-
manence. 
Our structures will not 
stand for longer than we will. 
Our mirrors, as every art re-
flects reality, ought to fill with 
light or fade to darkness with 
each day’s sunrise and sunset. 
It is necessary that our art is 
polemic. 
It cannot address the fu-
ture, or tell the past. It must 
recognize the now — the only 
thing that exists, the simple, 
incomprehensible, personal, 
divine moment of  this very 
second — and represent it 
and the people of  the pres-
ent. Each piece must call the 
proletariat to action to attack 
the past, owned and decided 
by the bourgeoisie, in order 
to decide upon a future which 
has yet to come into being.  
It is time for the people to 
print zines and publish their 
dreams on blogs that will go 
unseen. It is time to make art, 
tell tales and plant seeds in 
public forums instead of  in 
isolated areas. It is time for 
storytelling to come to life 
outside of  bedtime. 
It is time for a new John 
Henry. It is time for a new 
Johnny Appleseed. It is time 
for a new Paul Bunyan, a new 
Babe the Blue Ox.
Emily Price is a soph-
omore psychology major. 
She is a staff  writer for 
the Newswire from Mi-
amisburg, Ohio.
Kevin Thomas is the 
Interim Editor-in-Chief  
for the Newswire. He is 
a junior English and phi-
losophy double major from 
St. Louis.
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Xavier notched two more 
wins last week as it defeated 
Miami (OH) and Oakland at 
home to improve to 5-3 on 
the young season. 
The Miami game was 
marked by a well-balanced 
offensive effort –– each player 
in the starting lineup scored 
at least eight points.
“I think it’s big. It’s hard 
to scout,” head coach Travis 
Steele said about the team’s 
scoring distribution. “The go-
to guy for us is always going 
to be the open guy… We have 
to continue to develop our 
depth and that’s going to be 
really important moving for-
ward.”
Sophomore forward Naji 
Marshall paced the Xavier of-
fense, collecting 10 first-half  
points to go along with four 
rebounds. Marshall finished 
with a team-high 17 points in 
addition to six rebounds and 
two assists.
Miami hit a couple of  
threes to assume an early 
lead, but Xavier responded 
promptly by guarding the pe-
rimeter shots more tightly. 
Defending the three-point 
shot has been a weakness in 
the Xavier defense this sea-
son, but the Musketeers neu-
tralized the RedHawks on the 
perimeter. Miami shot just 2 
for 12 from beyond the arc 
and 36 percent overall in the 
first half.
In the second half  alone, 
Xavier held Miami to a mere 
30 percent from the field. 
Jones doubles down with pair of double-doubles
This helped solidify a stal-
wart defensive display by the 
Musketeers.
Junior forward Tyrique 
Jones was active near the 
rim throughout the game. 
He amassed a double-double 
with an equal 13 points and 
13 boards. 
Jones entered the game in 
sole possession of  the best 
offensive rebound percent-
age in the entire country, and 
he showed his might in the 
paint, ripping down three 
offensive boards throughout 
the game. 
Graduate transfer guard 
Kyle Castlin followed up 
three productive showings 
on Xavier’s most recent road 
stretch in Maui with a quality 
performance against Miami. 
He dropped nine points while 
pulling down four rebounds. 
Steele compared Cas-
tlin to former Xavier guard 
Malcolm Bernard, who was 
known for his swarming de-
fensive presence and consis-
tency on offense.
“Kyle is the ultimate glue 
guy,” Steele said. “I thought 
he did a really nice job de-
fending tonight… We need 
that from him.”
Xavier took advantage 
of  favorable matchups and 
scored 46 points  in the paint. 
It also forced 14  turnovers 
and scored 28 points off  
those takeaways.
in the first half. 
However, Xavier coun-
tered, made adjustments and 
held the Golden Grizzlies’ top 
scorer to eight points in the 
second half. 
Xavier controlled an ad-
vantage for a majority of  the 
game, but the Golden Griz-
zlies hung around largely in 
part because of  their 41 per-
cent shooting from beyond 
the arc. 
With just under two min-
utes to go in the game, Oak-
land creeped within four 
points of  the lead, but Xavi-
er was able to stave off  the 
Golden Grizzlies comeback 
attempt thanks to a layup by 
Marshall and a three-pointer 
by Welage.
Freshman Keonte Ken-
nedy logged a lot of  quality 
minutes. He only scored three 
points but pitched in nicely on 
the defensive side of  the ball. 
“He’s continuing to learn 
the defensive system and the 
offensive system,” Steele said 
about the freshman. “I do 
think he is progressing very 
well for us.” 
The Musketeers encoun-
tered some bumps in the 
road during the second half  
through a minor scoring rut 
and several stoppages. How-
ever, they still outlasted the 
Golden Grizzlies, 73-63 to 
take home the victory.
One aspect of  this game 
that shouldn’t go unnoticed 
–– Jones, Castlin, Marshall, 
Hankins, Welage and sopho-
more guard Paul Scruggs all 
scored in double figures. 
The Musketeers face an out-of-conference test on Saturday as it travels down the road to play the University 
of Cincinnati in the 2018 Crosstown Shootout. Xavier looks to make it two straight  wins against the Bearcats.
Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer
The 2018 Crosstown 
Shootout is set for Saturday 
and in light of  the rivalry 
game between Xavier and the 
University of  Cincinnati, the 
Newswire contacted the UC 
student newspaper, the News 
Record, to gather information 
about the Musketeers’ intra-
city foe. 
Matt Huffmon, the News 
Record sports editor, offered 
the Newswire his take on the 
weekend tilt.
In your estimation, what 
does the Crosstown 
Shootout mean to UC and 
the Cincinnati community? 
The Crosstown Shootout 
is the one chance each year to 
prove who has the strongest 
team in the city. It’s one of  
those games where the re-
cords/rankings don’t matter 
due to the bragging rights at 
stake. For UC, it’s all about 
honoring the tradition and 
having pride for the name on 
the front of  the jersey.
With the city not having 
a professional team, this is 
the highest level of  animosi-
ty available to the fan bases. 
Anyone who knows this area 
understands it’s more than a 
regular-season game. You’re 
either on one side or the 
other. I think it’s great how 
much hype the game gets ev-
ery year. In an area typically 
dominated by football, every-
one loves seeing a little bad 
blood basketball.
What do you think is a key 
to Cincinnati’s success in 
this game? What does the 
team do well in order to 
win?
The emphasis all season 
has been on turning defense 
into quick offense. I’d say 
UC’s key to success would be 
forcing turnovers and keep-
ing starters out of  foul trou-
ble, especially in the first half. 
Who do you think is going 
to be the toughest Xavier 
player Cincinnati will have 
to guard?
Although he wasn’t much 
of  a factor in the game last 
year, Naji Marshall poses a 
threat to UC’s frontcourt. 
Our guards are quick defen-
sively, but the big men could 
be thrown off  by Marshall’s 
versatility. 
The Musketeers, donning 
their alternate grey home 
uniforms, controlled a dou-
ble-digit lead in the first half  
and never ceded their advan-
tage while securing a decisive 
82-55 victory at Cintas Cen-
ter –– the largest margin of  
victory thus far for Xavier 
this season.
Xavier has not squared 
off  against Oakland for more 
than a decade –– a game it 
won –– and the Musketeers 
provided much of  the same 
result as it captured its third 
straight win.
Xavier was down early, but 
headed into the locker room 
with a 41-36 edge. 
Despite some early foul 
trouble, Jones paced the 
Musketeers with an efficient 
eight points (going 3-3 from 
the floor) while grabbing six 
rebounds in the first half, 
four of  which were offensive 
boards. 
The Golden Grizzlies opt-
ed to utilize a zone defense, 
which was exploited by the 
Musketeers offense –– pri-
marily in the paint. Xavier 
scored 38 points in the key 
throughout the game.
“We want to play paint 
ball,” Steele said. “I don’t 
want to just settle for jump 
shots … We do have to be 
committed and we were, I 
thought, for the most part 
getting that ball to the paint.” 
Oakland forward Xavi-
er Hill-Mais wreaked hav-
oc against the Musketeers, 
making a variety of  difficult 
shots, and scoring 22 points 
Jarron Cumberland has 
been the Bearcats’ top scor-
er this season. What does 
Xavier need to do in order 
to defend him well?
Cumberland stands out of-
fensively due to his solid shot 
selection and vision. Mick 
Cronin is more worried about 
him staying out of  foul trou-
ble early in games, which is 
often an issue. Cumberland 
is one of  those players that’s 
going to find a way to be pro-
ductive on offense, so getting 
him in foul trouble would be 
your best bet.
Junior forward Tyrique Jones recorded a pair of double-doubles with 
standout performances against Miami (OH) and Oakland last week.
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Scouting the competition: the Cincinnati Bearcats
Defense is normally a staple 
with Mick Cronin teams. 
How does UC matchup 
against this Xavier offense 
that has been surging of  
late?
Both teams are currently 
shooting 48 percent and av-
eraging 12 turnovers a game. 
While Xavier’s offensive sets 
seem to be well structured, 
UC has worn down oppo-
nents with its quickness. 
What we lack in size, we 
make up for with speed — on 
both sides of  the ball. UC 
senior guards Justin Jenifer 
(5-10) and Cane Broome (6-
0) will be forced to keep the 
much bigger Paul Scruggs 
and Quentin Goodin in check 
offensively.
What’s your game predic-
tion?
Last year’s matchup was 
filled with upperclassmen on 
both sides, so it’ll be interest-
ing to see how the younger 
standouts (Scruggs, Keith 
Williams for UC) respond to 
the environment. I think UC 
will make it a low scoring de-
fensive battle. It’ll be tight in 
the final minutes, but UC will 
find a way to scratch out a 
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Zac Efron’s new movie, Ex-
tremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil 
and Vile, which was filmed 
mostly in Covington, Ky., and 
Southwest Ohio, will premiere 
at the Sundance Film Festival, 
the largest independent film 
festival in the United States. 
Sundance will premiere 112 
feature length films from 33 
countries and 45 first-time 
filmmakers, per IndieWire.
In the movie, Efron plays 
notorious serial killer Ted 
Bundy, who confessed to 30 
homicides in seven states be-
tween 1974-1978 before being 
executed in 1989. 
The role is a pretty signif-
icant switch for Efron, who 
is best known for his role 
as Troy Bolton in the High 
School Musical franchise and 
more recently has had roles 
in The Greatest Showman, Bay-
watch and Neighbors. 
Directed by Joe Berlinger, 
Extremely Wicked, Shockingly 
Evil and Vile chronicles the 
crimes of  Ted Bundy from the 
perspective of  his longtime 
girlfriend, Elizabeth Kloep-
fer, who refused to believe the 
Bundy biopic to premiere in 2019
BY JOE CLARK
The Rook and 16-Bit prove to be bundles of fun
truth about him for years. Lily 
Collins is slated to play the 
role of  Kloepfer in the film. 
Other members of  the cast 
include Hayley Joel Osment, 
John Malkovich and Jim Par-
sons. 
The movie was filmed at lo-
cations such as the Pepper Pod 
restaurant in Newport, Ky., 
and the Clermont County Jail. 
Some locations in Fort Thom-
as were also used for filming. 
“I’m thrilled for this mov-
ie,” first-year criminal justice 
major Owen Hunt said. “I’m 
pretty interested in the Ted 
Bundy case, and I can’t wait 
to see it play out on the big 
screen.” 
Hunt also added that the 
recently-released screenshots 
only increased his excitement. 
“From what I saw, they re-
ally nailed the look. It’s almost 
creepy how similar Zac Efron 
looks like Bundy,” Hunt said. 
Last March, Efron assured 
fans that the movie wouldn’t 
glorify the crimes of  Bundy. 
“He wasn’t a person to be 
glorified. (The movie) sim-
ply tells a story and sort of  
how the world was able to be 
charmed over by this guy who 
was notoriously evil and the 
vexing position that so many 
people were put in, the world 
was put in. It was fun to go 
and experiment in that realm 
of  reality,” Efron told Enter-
tainment Tonight last March. 
Efron also told Entertain-
ment Tonight that he didn’t 
take the role home with him. 
“I didn’t go full method and 
I didn’t have to like do any 
weird stuff  to anybody to get 
into character,” he said. “It’s a 
different type of  film.”
Recent movies filmed in 
the Cincinnati area include 
The Old Man & The Gun and 
The Killing of  a Sacred Deer, 
both of  which received criti-
cal acclaim. Extremely Wicked, 
Shockingly Evil and Vile is slat-
ed for a release in theaters in 
2019. 
Zac Efron’s newest movie was mainly lmed in the Greater Cincinnati area
If  you want to revisit your 
childhood and play the board 
games and arcade games that 
you enjoyed as a kid, then you 
should probably head down to 
The Rook and 16-Bit in Over-
the-Rhine. 
The Rook
The Rook, a board game 
parlor on Vine Street in Over-
the-Rhine, has walls of  games 
that range from Scrabble to 
Jenga, Connect Four to Cards 
Against Humanity and Wits 
and Wagers to The Game 
Without Decency. 
There are 800+ games 
on the walls, including fami-
ly-friendly games, trivia style 
games, multiplayer ones for 
larger groups as well as two 
player games and many more.
The bar’s main floor has 
the bar, the wall of  games 
and tables for smaller groups, 
while the upstairs portion has 
larger tables meant for bigger 
groups. 
The Rook also hosts events, 
including a monthly trivia 
night on the third Wednesday 
of  each month, as well as oth-
er special game nights. See the 
website for details.
They do not accept reser-
vations but allow people to 
bring their own games if  they 
have more than 12 people.
The only rule is that the 
games are free to play, just 
eat and drink while you play, 
which helps to keep the games 
up to date and helps the bar 
add to their library.
While playing different 
games through the night, you 
can enjoy drinks, delicious ap-
petizers and entrees. Perhaps 
one of  the best parts of  The 
Rook is that you only need to 
be over the age of  18 for ad-
mission.
Overall, I really enjoyed 
The Rook, and the games they 
offered made for a fun night 
with friends and delicious 
food. 
16-Bit
16-Bit+Arcade on Walnut 
Street has over 50 arcade style 
games, including classics such 
as Pacman, Street Fighter, NFL 
Blitz, Big Buck Hunter and 
other games that date back 
to the 80s and 90s. Like The 
Rook, 16-Bit continues to add 
to their game selection. 
The Ohio-based establish-
ment has locations spread 
across the state in Cincinna-
ti, Columbus, Cleveland and 
Dublin. 
Like The Rook, 16-Bit also 
has theme nights, private 
events, tap takeovers and pop 
up tournaments as well as 
drink deals. 
Sta writer Michael Rauber reviews two bars in Over-the-Rhine that provide some great 
experiences to wine, dine and enjoy dierent board and arcade games, entirely for free
Total score:
BY MICHAEL RAUBER
At 16-Bit, patrons can en-
joy drinks from a selection 
of  craft beers and cocktails. 
The website also details pub 
crawls that are recurring each 
month.
The best part about the 
games at 16-Bit is that they 
are free (except for pinball, 
which costs 25 cents). 
However, you do need to be 
21 for admission and should 
probably purchase drinks if  
Total score:
you intend to play games at 
the bar. 
Overall, my experience at 
16-Bit was a good one, and I 
would recommend it to any-
one who thinks that they can 
hit a hot streak on Pacman.
Have the happiest of all holiday 
breaks as you can,
With love,
The sta of Xavier Newswire
Zac Efron (left) and Lily Collins (right) will star in Extremely Wicked, Shockingly Evil and Vile, which follows 
the life of Ted Bundy (Efron) through the perspective of his longtime girlfriend, Elizabeth Kloepfer (Collins). 
Photo courtesy of IMDb
The Rook is a board game parlor with more than 800 games on the walls 
to enjoy. The games are free, though purchasing food is expected.
Photo courtesy of TripAdvisor
16-Bit is a bar in Over-the-Rhine with more than 50 arcade games 
available that are, except for pinball, entirely free for patrons to play.
Photo courtesy of Flickr
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Aries: As of  Friday, it’ll be too late to 
pop into any club meetings. Lawless 
cult meetings are still alive and thriving 
though!
Gemini: Plan A’s not gonna work, B’s 
not gonna work, C’s not gonna work 
and D’s definitely not gonna work. Plan 
not for plan E, but plan F. The stars’ 
plan F is to laugh ironically.
Cancer: You might have been lending 
an angelic hand to boost the GPA of  
your peers, but don’t forget to fight for 
your own — especially at this important 
time. 
Leo: You and your emotional support 
animal are on point this week. It doesn’t 
misbehave, it gets snacks, you get 
reduced stress levels… it’s a complete 
win-win.
Virgo: You might want to please your 
professors, but you can’t always do 
that or it doesn’t always work out, and 
that’s OK. It won’t matter once you’ve 
finished the class.
Taurus: After being forced to either 
eat in the caf  or becoming broke from 
spending money elsewhere and starving 
as a result, you can finally yeet from 
campus soon.
Pisces: If  Aquarius is trying to deal 
with a betta fish, you probably feel like 
you are the betta fish. It’s not too late 
to pull a Finding Nemo and rebel, but 
be open to constructive dialogue.
Aquarius: The betta fish you got at 
the beginning of  the semester is either 
dead by now, or you can’t take care 
of  it and no one wants to take it for 
you. Hopefully the nearby creek isn’t 
frozen.
Capricorn: The stars know you like 
to trust your gut, but second-guessing 
may help you in your upcoming exams 
— but if  your gut says you’re going to 
fail, it’s probably right.
Sagittarius: There’s no time like 
this week to engage in a joint sobbing 
session with your fellow suffering 
students.
Libra: Try to watch for things that 
may come up unexpectedly — you’re 
especially vulnerable to it this week. 
One stolen laptop charger could throw 
off  your entire week.
Scorpio: Give yourself  a moment to 
stop and breathe. You’ll be alright. The 
worst that can happen is failing and 
having to retake a semester — which is 
really not that big a deal.
No Stress Chr istmas
How to stay focused, stress-free and festive during finals!
1. Fuel your brain. 
Enjoy relaxing foods and drinks such as candy canes or hot chocolate. Re-
member that you are going to need more than just these two suggestions to 
power through the last couple of  days. Food is important, and you can’t survive on chips and soda. 
Hot drinks like hot chocolate help calm and slow down your mind. Peppermint, found in most can-
dy canes, can promote concentration — something that you need for success during finals. Make 
smart choices that satisfy both your mind and your spirit this Christmas season!
          2. Make a plan.
Now that the semester is nearing a close and classes become more 
optional, you can take advantage of  the extra time by planning out how 
you are going to complete those last couple assignments. Take this time 
to help regain your motivation by thoroughly dividing each assignment 
into steps. For example, if  you need to write an essay, make the steps 
extremely simple for you to accomplish. Not only will checking these 
off  a list make you feel super studious, but you will find that you do have time throughout the day 
to plan out what you’re doing over break and buy any last minute Christmas gifts. If  you plan out 
your assignments and activities now, you can seamlessly switch into full Christmas-mode once 
December 14 rolls around.
3. Go outside.
There seems to be this big misconception that if  you aren’t studying each night, failure is inev-
itable. While this is true to an extent, mini-breaks in moderation are critical to getting anything 
done. If  you need to take a break, go outside. Why outside? First, walking around campus is a great 
way to get pumped for Christmas and helps your brain reevaluate what you need to get done so 
you feel accomplished. You can look at the different décor while thinking about nothing except the 
upcoming month of  freedom. Second, there is nothing more liberating than temporarily walking 
away from your problems. Being outside and breathing in that crisp Decem-
ber air allows for your brain to reset, your skin to absorb that much needed 
Vitamin D and is a natural way to remind yourself  that the stress this week 
is temporary. Winter break is right around the corner — go outside and get 
excited! You got this!
BY ROSE HOFSTETTER
Christmas Tree emoji review
For the final emoji review of  the semester, Trever McKenzie rates 
what’s popular around this season: Christmas tree emojis.
Apple – 8/10
Normally Apple turns lewks, stunts pretty, but this time she made 
a grave error with that exposed-ankle-style trunk. A nice floor 
mat would tie the piece together.
Google – 4/10
Someone found the gradient feature on a color picking website 
and went to town.
Microsoft – 3/10
For once, Microsoft’s emoji doesn’t look completely horrendous. 
You know what that is? Growth.
Samsung – 1/10
What kind of  gluten-free gingerbread house, decaf  pumpkin spice 
latte, antique Santa fine china, arguing for White Santa, waiting 
for carolers to finish, SUV filled with presents, tipsy off  of  egg-
nog White person decorated this tree?
WhatsApp – 2/10
Maybe WhatsApp is just undercompensating? It’s the only expla-
nation for why their emojis continue to disappoint.
Twitter – 5/10
I’m not saying green on green isn’t a look, but it’s not a look.
Facebook – 7/10
I want to give Facebook props for opting for the realistic fake-tree 
color that tons of  Christmas trees have. 
EmojiOne – 8/10
With those deep shadows and multi-color ornaments, this tree 
delivers more drama to the living room than your mom and your 
aunt arguing about the latter’s fourth divorce.
Emojidex – 6/10
While I appreciate the touch of  snow on the trees, the ornaments 
draw me out of  the realism. Nature doesn’t decorate, henny.
Messenger – 5/10
It’s very basic and simple but with good structure, like an apart-
ment building before it gets painted.
LG – 1/10
(places hand on LG’s shoulder) It’s time to stop.
HTC – 0/10
I would say, “Jesus Christ” in response to this tree, but I think 
he would smite me for associating his name with something so 
atrocious.
Mozilla – 3/10
I wish I got paid thousands of  dollars to stick random pieces of  
Post-Its together, scan it onto a Google Drive and call it an emoji.
SoftBank – 10/10
Now this is what a Christmas tree is supposed to look like. A 
strong mix of  decorations, a bold style and realistic, vibrant col-
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